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1. Summary  
Greater Wellington is seeking expressions of interest for a range of new education and 

recreation related farming activities and uses of facilities at Battle Hill.  

Activities and uses and policy directions supporting sustainable land care at the park are guided 

by our management plan for regional parks Toitu Te Whenua Parks Network Plan 2020-30.  The 

Plan identifies a range of actions for delivery opportunities to protect and enhance 

environmental values and park visitor experiences. See pages 89-97 for Battle Hill details. The 

tƭŀƴΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ΨǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩ.  

This expression of interest (EOI) relates to delivering Plan directions ǘƻ ΨEnhance and promote 

ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ϥŦŀǊƳ ǇŀǊƪϥ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ, and Action A128 to ΨRenew the 

focus of Battle Hill as a destination for visitors to see a range of farm animals and for learning 

with a recreation experience focused operating modelΩ.   

We are looking for a range of new park uses of facilities and grazing areas, including different 

uses of smaller areas of the park. If you have an activity in mind that supports great park 

experiences, get in touch using our EOI form.   

https://www.gw.govt.nz/your-region/plans-policies-and-bylaws/plans-and-reports/parks-plans/toitu-te-whenua-parks-network-plan-2020-30/implementing-toitu-te-whenua-parks-network-plan-2020-30/enhancing-recreation-experiences/parks-survey/
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2. About the Park  
Battle Hill Farm Forest Park (Battle Hill) is a 480-hectare regional park offering recreation 

activities including camping, picnic areas, walking, horse riding and eventing, mountain biking, 

conservation activities and nature play. The Friends of Battle Hill undertake conservation 

activities and have a small plant nursery. The park hosts several market and festival events. 

Equestrian activities are key focusΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ Ŏŀǎǳŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘhere are 

three equestrian clubs/groups: Riding for Disabled (RDA), .ŀǘǘƭŜ Iƛƭƭ 9ǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ tņǳŀǘŀƘŀƴǳƛ 

Pony Club. RDA has a large indoor arena lease area and a grazing licence area.  

Access to the park is currently primarily by vehicle but this is set to change with the proposed 

development of a new shared used walking, cycling horse riding ǘǊŀƛƭ ŀƭƻƴƎ tŀŜƪņƪņǊƛƪƛ Iƛƭƭ wƻŀŘ 

ŦǊƻƳ tņǳŀǘŀƘŀƴǳƛ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ, extending through the park to Akatarawa Forest and the Kņpiti Coast.  

The parkΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ landscape features include extensive areas of wetland, regenerating native 

bush forest and Horokiri stream (with resident eels) and associated branches. The eastern hills 

of the park are commercial pine plantation forest with trails.  

aŀƴŀ ǿƘŜƴǳŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀǘ .ŀǘǘƭŜ IƛƭƭΦ [ƻŎŀƭ ƛǿƛΣ bƎņǘƛ ¢ƻŀ wŀƴƎŀǘƛǊŀ ƘŀǾŜ 

enduring connections with the park and there are important archaeological sites. They support 

park restoration work in the park and across the catchment.  

Ranger team work to support more enriching experiences includes improvements to support 

the small chicken flock, eel viewing area, amenity and restoration plantings, the development 

of a farming themed nature play space in the Dell area and a sensory garden near the 

homestead.  

  



 

3 
 

3. New uses and opportunities  
Battle Hill is the only park in the regional parks network where the focus is on farming 

education related activities for park visitors, and we want to enhance this.  

We welcome new uses and proposals 

which align with park values, are 

compatible with existing activities and help 

to enhance learning and recreation 

experiences at Battle Hill.  

To ensure ongoing farming and grazing 

related activities and demonstrate good 

practices in environmental care and 

sustainability (Plan policies), Greater 

Wellington has undertaken an assessment 

of natural values and developed a plan for 

progressive changes.   

This will see all the park wetlands, spring areas and steeper slopes protected, and the available 

grazing area reduced. This is planned to occur over the next five years, but it may take longer.  

Approximately 85 hectares of land is available for low impact, sustainable farming activities 

which support public enjoyment and experiences. Over this time fences will change to enable 

progressive restoration and rehabilitation of these important natural areas and whole sub-

catchments, and the grazing area available will reduce to approximately 34 hectares (see maps 

below). The woolshed and associated area are also available for possible adaptive reuses and 

new facility, or activity proposals will be considered provided they are compatible with park 

values.   
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4. The Woolshed, outbuildings and yards  
The Woolshed has a classroom space on the upper level and accessible rampΦ LǘΩǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

lower area. The ground floor has been solely used for shearing, wool classing, crutching, 

drafting, and drenching activities. There are extensive yards outside and a cattle ramp and 

crush. Yards are sometimes used as horse holding yards for overnight camping. Outbuildings 

include two hay sheds and a workshop. Riding for Disabled (RDA) uses a bay within the hay 

shed for storage.   

The Woolshed is under-utilized, and we are interested in new uses. It may be possible to shift 

stock related activities fully outside, or periodic use may be required. The lower area could 

potentially be partitioned or reconfigured. If sheep remain in the park, shearing could be 

undertaken using a mobile yard. The Woolshed roof offers a large water or solar panel 

collection area. 

We are interested in exploring and considering options which enable more use and benefits 

from this facility for people coming to the park.  

Adaptive reuses not related to farming will be considered if the proposal has high benefits for 

the park and visitors e.g. a café, wedding or events venue.   
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5. The Homestead and new buildings or 
services 

The homestead and adjoining buildings are an operational park 

office and workshop. There is a small meeting room which could 

be expanded to enable it to be a bookable space. We may 

consider adaptive reuses of the homestead if the proposal is 

highly beneficial for the park.  

New services could include a food truck base in the Dell car park 

and picnic area, bike hire, guided heritage walks or other 

activities.  

We are open to proposals for new facilities for the park 

provided they are compatible with park values and beneficial for 

people visiting the park.   

 

 Types of agreements and terms for facilities or new uses 

Agreement terms for new uses of the woolshed, homestead or new facilities or services depend 

on the proposal. Our standard application and permission processes identified in the 

management plan apply after this initial expression of interest. Proposals may require public 

notification. Longer-term leases for facility buildings will be considered if significant capital 

investment is required. Compatible grazing activities will be licences and subject to 

environmental care related conditions including a sustainable grazing plan. Greater Wellington 

uses licences or concession agreements for shorter term uses.  

Expressions of interest should be made via our online form.  

 

 

  


